
Bromfield School Council Minutes
Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 3PM, Teacher Faculty Room  

Attendees: Scott Hoffman, Nancy Lancelloti, Jody Specht, Colleen Nigzus, Ben Myers, 
Karen Strickland, Cindy Buhner, Kate Selig, Sharon Cronin, Arielle Sclar, Jessie Jiang,

Absent:  Tricia Nilan, Brigette Lewis, Ellen Sachs Leicher, Susan Chlapowski

Reflections of Past Initiatives - Round table/advisory (Dr. Horton)
- Reflections of past initiatives - Roundtable/advisory (Dr. Horton)  Initial impetus 

was for students to develop relationship with another trusted adult different from 
a guidance councilor, e.g a teacher.  9th, 10th, 11th grade roundtable, added 
mentors to make groups smaller, attempt to balance groups. 9th grade mentor is 
also homeroom advisor.  Time period used for informal 12th grade meeting.  
Roundtable for lower grades, rather than independent reading/study? 

Principal Overview
- Professional Day - Diane Moore - Beyond Tolerance: A Framework for 

Combating religion and other forms of Bigotry, Jan 17 and Feb 8
• Basically trying to make sure that we have an inclusive place.
• Need to learn to be able to disagree and not have it become personal
• Believe she can help us move to the next step.

- Two successful winter concerts.  Very well coordinated and flowed wonderfully.  
Excellent music.

- Model UN went to Harvard Model UN at the end of January.  Scott got to actually 
go and observe.  3500 students there from all over

- Ludo Festival on Feb 1. 
- Reports card issued on Feb 2.
- Snowball on Saturday went very well.  Junior class pulled it all together.  Low key 

but fun!  No issues.
- Kate Selig and Nikhil Komannni qualified for the Speech and Debate Nationals in 

Kentucky. Congrats
- Robotics team finished 5th our of 23 teams in competition and earned first place 

Control for programming.
- Swim teams and Indoor track and field teams have been setting records and are 

moving on to compete at higher competition levels.
- Wellness Fair is in process May 3rd is the date.  Katelyn Russell, Colleen Nigzus 

and Deb Pierce are running it.
- Vacation starts on Friday!
- Parent survey data from last year to be presented to School Committee on Feb 

27th.

School Committee Report
- Last meeting was cancelled due to snow.
- Looking at building project for the elementary school.  Arrowstreet is doing a 

study and getting their initial impressions together.



- District improvement plan to be looked at
- Negotiations with teachers for teacher contract in process.
- Email from student asking to consider looking into change of start time for 

Bromfield.  Response:  Study done 8 years ago about this.  Sports an issue as 
well as other things.  Family care issue if older child not home to take care of 
younger ones after school.  May consider a new survey to the community to see 
what people think at this point.  Research clearly shows that it’s better for older 
students to get up later based on sleep patterns.  How about a 15 minute delay 
instead of a longer one - could that actually help?  Again, issues are sports, 
clubs, etc.  Fall athletics would be a huge issue as the light fades in Oct and Nov.

- Science Fair will be March 3

Committee Reports
- Handbook had a 7 minute meeting today due to a phone call that Scott had to 

attend.  Need to reschedule it to March 1 at 3PM.  Looking things over to make 
sure its all up to date.

- Climate meeting scheduled Tuesday, Feb 28th at 3PM.  Also will look at YRSB 
results at this meeting.

• Any chance we’ll do a survey about the iPads with the 7th grade students.  
They are the first group that has moved all the way through from 5th grade.  
Is this working for the students?  Is there a benefit?  This may not be the best 
thing for all students.  Scott to bring this up with the technology team.  
Teachers have been surveyed as well.  How about the parents?  Ultimately, 
how has it impacted learning?  Don't want technology to be an “event”.  

Any other business
- Another Spanish immersion trip possible next year?  Probably need to get a 

leader for the trip at this point.  There are other organizations that can be utilized.  
Some work needs to be done to make this happen if it’s wanted.

Sharon moved to adjourn, Ben seconded.  Adjourned 4:31PM.  Next meeting 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017

______________________________________________________________________
Vision Statement:  The Harvard Public Schools community, a leader in educational 
excellence, guides each student to realize his or her highest potential by balancing 
academic achievement with personal well-being in the pursuit of individual dreams.  The 
students engage in learning how to access and apply knowledge, think critically and 
creatively, and communicate effectively. They continue to develop the confidence and 
ability to collaborate, contribute, and adapt in an ever-changing world.


